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• 25 local churches met through 2019 to:
• Empower involvement in the life of the city and 

the neighborhood
• Look at the urban framework of the City and 

how it impacts engagement 
• Align unique church strengths with 

opportunities 

Calling Community



• Missio Dei - The Mission of God
• Speaks to the action of God in the world
• God is active, working to redeem the entire 

creation
• The church’s task is to participate in this 

mission

Theological Foundation for Mission

Center Church, Timothy Keller



• God doesn’t send the church in mission
• God is already in mission
• The church isn’t about projects or initiatives; it 

wholly exist to be a mission

Theological Foundation for Mission

Center Church, Timothy Keller



• God’s model of action: shows up in a time, 
place and culture

“And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, and we have seen his glory, 
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full 
of grace and truth.” (John 1:14, ESV) 

Modeling our Engagement After the Incarnation

Center Church, Timothy Keller



The Word became flesh and blood, 
and moved into the neighborhood.  
- The Message

Another Reading



Ontology (God’s being) became more 
important that history (God’s deeds). It 
became more important to reflect on what 
God is in Himself than to consider the 
relationship in which people stand to 
God. Behind all of this lies the notion that the 
abstract idea is more real than the historical.” 
- David Bosch

The Divorce of Thought & Action



• Missio Dei : God’s mission to restore 
all of creation & the church must 
participate

• Not about our brand; its about 
alerting people to the universal reign 
of God

Bringing It Back Together

• Missio Dei : God’s mission to restore 
all of creation & the church must 
participate

• Not about our brand; its about 
alerting people to the universal reign 
of God

Bringing It Back Together



Missional: Following God
• Holistic approach to salvation 
• Being involved in the “civic and corporate life 

of the neighborhood or city”
• Contextual – Communicating within culture 

that adapts to it and challenges it
• Reciprocal and Communal – sin as violation 

of God’s Shalom, Jesus’ death as victory 
over the powers of this world, mission as 
incorporating people into a new community 
that works to redeem society at a local level

Center Church, Timothy Keller



“Your Kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.”
- Matthew 6:10

Bringing It Back Together



*Dave Hillis, Leadership Foundations, Whitworth Ministry Summit 2019
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Growing Local Missionaries, Equipping Churches to Sow Shalom in their Own Cultural Backyards, 
Dan Steigerwald

Bringing It Back Together

Providing an Urban 
Planning Lens to this 
phase is my goal.



Growing Local Missionaries, Equipping Churches to Sow Shalom in their Own Cultural Backyards, 
Dan Steigerwald

Breaking It Down
Immerse and Listen: What have you heard in the 
community you influence? 

Befriend and Relate: What connections did you 
make with stakeholders outside of your church 

Participate and Enrich: How do your particular gifts 
and talents within your church meet the needs in 
the community?



Will Mancini, Church Unique 



Place matters

Where To Start?

PLACE



• Talk to your neighbors
• Select Spokane
• City-Data
•Walkscore 

Where Does Your Church Live? 

Rural Suburban Semi-Urban Urban



Who Are Your Neighbors?



• Walk, meet and greet
• Library
• City Council/Neighborhood Council
• Associations: Business, Farmers, Chamber of 

Commerce
• Schools
• City-Data
• Walkscore
• Transportation + Housing Index (T+H)

Practical Tools for Immersion and Listening

https://www.city-data.com/
https://www.walkscore.com/
https://htaindex.cnt.org/












•We asked civic leaders: What does the City 
want from the Church? 
• Their answers: 

• Please stop feeding & giving out supplies to 
homeless population

• City spends a lot of money on clean-up

Take Time to Listen to Civic Leaders



• Childcare for single moms in cycle of poverty

• Multi-million dollar RFP for after hours 
childcare received ZERO responses 

City’s Biggest Need



Impact Stories
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• Growing Local Missionaries: Equipping 
Churches to Sow Shalom in their Cultural 
Backyards

• Center Church, Tim Keller
• The New Parish
• The Church as Movement
• The Forgotten Ways: Reactivating Apostolic 

Movements
• Transforming Mission 

Resource List (Links)

https://www.amazon.com/Growing-Local-Missionaries-Equipping-Churches/dp/1494761025
https://www.amazon.com/Center-Church-Balanced-Gospel-Centered-Ministry/dp/0310494184/ref=sr_1_2?crid=1XPX2WNZZJ30W&dchild=1&keywords=center+church+tim+keller&qid=1595446514&s=books&sprefix=Center+Church%2Cstripbooks%2C219&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/New-Parish-Neighborhood-Transforming-Discipleship/dp/0830841156/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=The+New+Parish&qid=1595446479&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Church-Movement-Sustaining-Missional-Incarnational-Communities/dp/0830841334/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=The+Church+as+Movement&qid=1595446612&s=books&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/Forgotten-Ways-Reactivating-Apostolic-Movements/dp/1587433869/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=the+forgotten+ways&qid=1595446660&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Transforming-Mission-Paradigm-Theology-Missiology/dp/1570759480/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=transforming+mission&qid=1595446700&s=books&sr=1-2

